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T
he South C

arolina H
igh School A

ssessm
ent Program

 (H
SA

P) consists of tw
o tests—

one in English language arts and
one in m

athem
atics—

that are adm
inistered to public high school students in South C

arolina under the requirem
ents

of state and federal law
s.

South C
arolina law

 m
andates that all public school students pass an exit exam

ination as one
requirem

ent for receiving a high school diplom
a.

Federal law
 m

andates that states assess public high school students’
academ

ic achievem
ent in reading/language arts and m

athem
atics.
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W
hat do

es the H
S

A
P

 assess? 
T

he H
SA

P tests are based on the South C
arolina curriculum

 standards in English language arts and m
athem

atics.T
hese

tests assess w
hat students are expected to know

 and be able to do in each subject.
M

ore specific inform
ation about

the content tested in the H
SA

P is given in the next section of this brochure.

W
ho

 takes the H
S

A
P

 tests?
A

ll public school students w
ill take the H

SA
P tests for the first tim

e in the second spring after their initial enrollm
ent

in the ninth grade,
w

ith one exception:
students w

ho cannot participate in the H
SA

P w
ith accom

m
odations or

m
odifications w

ill take the South C
arolina A

lternate A
ssessm

ent (SC
-A

lt).
T

he student’s individualized education
program

 (IEP) team
 m

akes the determ
ination as to w

hether he or she m
eets the state criteria for alternate assessm

ent.

W
hat are the requirem

ents fo
r a high scho

o
l diplo

m
a?

Students m
ust earn the C

arnegie units that are required by their school district and by the state and m
ust pass the

South C
arolina exit exam

ination to receive a high school diplom
a.

Passing both the H
SA

P English language arts test 
and the H

SA
P m

athem
atics test fulfills the exit exam

ination requirem
ent.

W
hat is the passing sco

re fo
r H

S
A

P
?

T
he m

athem
atics and English language arts tests each have four achievem

ent levels:1,2,3,and 4.
A

 student m
ust score

at level 2 or higher on each test to m
eet the graduation requirem

ent.
Students w

ho score at level 2 or higher on 
either test w

ill not need to take that test again.

W
hat happens w

hen students do
 no

t pass the H
S

A
P

?
Students w

ho score at level 1 on either test w
ill be scheduled to retake the test at the next adm

inistration.

H
ow

 do
 H

S
A

P
 requirem

ents apply to
 students w

ith disabilities o
r lim

ited E
nglish pro

ficiency?
Students 

w
ith 

disabilities 
use 

the 
testing 

accom
m

odations 
and 

m
odifications 

specified 
in 

their 
IEPs 

or 
504

accom
m

odation plans.
Students w

ho m
eet the state criteria for alternate assessm

ent and w
ho are fifteen years 

of age on Septem
ber 1 of the current school year w

ill take the SC
-A

lt.
Students w

ith lim
ited English proficiency m

ay
use the testing accom

m
odations addressed in the H

SAP Test Adm
inistration M

anual.
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•
K

eep up w
ith your studies.

•
Focus on one question at a tim

e during testing.

•
R

ead the directions and questions carefully.

•
Try to answ

er all questions.
You w

ill not be penalized for guessing.

•
Skip a question if you do not know

 the answ
er.

C
om

e back to the
question after you finish the rest of the test.

•
R

ealize 
that 

easier 
and 

m
ore 

difficult 
questions 

are 
scattered

throughout the test.
D

o not be discouraged if you find som
e of 

the first questions difficult.

•
G

o back and check your answ
ers w

hen you finish.
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T
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•
Encourage your child to get plenty of rest and eat a w

ell-balanced diet.

•
M

onitor your child’s progress throughout the year.

•
R

em
em

ber that test scores are only one m
easure of a student’s achievem

ent.

•
Support your child’s academ

ic efforts.

•
A

void scheduling appointm
ents or vacations during testing w

eek.
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•
R

einforce the content standards on an ongoing basis.

•
Prepare students for the H

SA
P tests through daily instruction.Standards

should be taught not in isolation but through curriculum
 integration w

ithin a
content area and across m

ultiple content areas.

•
G

ive 
students 

opportunities 
to 

respond 
to 

constructed-response 
and

extended-response questions throughout the school year.
Students w

ho
have an opportunity to w

ork w
ith scoring rubrics and to discuss them

 in
class w

ill be m
ore aw

are of the characteristics of an ideal response.

H
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S

o
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M
easurem

ent and G
eo

m
etry:The student should be able to 

•
apply appropriate techniques,tools,and form

ulas to determ
ine m

easurem
ents and solve problem

s
•

analyze characteristics and properties of tw
o- and three-dim

ensional geom
etric shapes,understand geom

etric
relationships,and apply spatial relationships using coordinate geom

etry

D
ata A

nalysis and P
ro

bability:The student should be able to 
•

use appropriate statistical m
ethods to analyze data and apply basic concepts of probability

M
athem

atical P
ro

cesses:The student should be able to 
•

use the process standards of problem
 solving,com

m
unication,representations,and connections to apply a solution

strategy and com
m

unicate and represent the result
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M
ultiple-C

ho
ice Item

s.T
he student is required to select one of four choices to answ

er questions that are based on
the content areas of reading,w

riting,and research.

C
o

nstructed-R
espo

nse Item
s.T

he student is required to respond w
ith w

ritten answ
ers to reading questions.

O
ne

lined page is provided for each answ
er,but the student does not have to fill the page to get a top score.

E
xtended-R

espo
nse Item

.
T

he student is required to w
rite a com

prehensive com
position in response to a given

prom
pt.T

hree lined pages are provided for the answ
er.

T
he student does not have to fill all three pages to 

get a top score but should w
rite enough to dem

onstrate his or her best w
riting.

Test A
ids.

For the extended-response item
 only,the student is allow

ed to use a dictionary,a thesaurus,and scratch
paper to w

rite a rough draft.
T

he school provides these aids;they are collected at the end of the test.
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M
ultiple-C

ho
ice Item

s.T
he student is required to select one of four choices to answ

er questions that are based on
the content

strands of num
ber and operations,algebra,m

easurem
ent and geom

etry,and data analysis and probability.

C
o

nstructed-R
espo

nse Item
s.

T
hese item

s require that students show
 their w

ork and/or w
rite an explanation to

support their answ
ers.

T
he student m

ust apply the process standards across the content strands of num
ber and

operations,algebra,m
easurem

ent and geom
etry,and data analysis and probability.

Test A
ids.

A
long w

ith the test booklet,
each student is given a reference sheet w

ith form
ulas and a sheet of 

graph paper for scratch w
ork.

T
hese aids are collected at the end of the test.

Students m
ay use calculators 

during the test;how
ever,the test item

s are not designed to require a calculator.
C

ontact your school for m
ore 

inform
ation about the use of calculators during the H

SA
P m

athem
atics test,

or go online to the D
epartm

ent of
Education’s W

eb site at http://w
w

w
.ed.sc.gov.

H
ow

 m
uch tim

e do
 students have to

 take the H
S

A
P

 tests?
T

he H
SA

P tests are given over a period of three days—
tw

o sessions for English language arts and one session for
m

athem
atics.

T
he H

SA
P tests are not tim

ed.
Students are given as m

uch tim
e as they need to com

plete each session
on each test day.

Fo
r w

hat o
ther purpo

ses are the H
S

A
P

 sco
res used?

H
SA

P scores are com
bined to produce school and district perform

ance data that are published each year on the state
report card.H

SA
P scores are also used to calculate and report each school or district’s status of adequate yearly

progress (AY
P).

W
here can o

ne find additio
nal info

rm
atio

n abo
ut the H

S
A

P
?

For m
ore inform

ation on the H
SA

P,go online to the D
epartm

ent of Education’s W
eb site at http://w

w
w

.ed.sc.gov
or contact your school.

O
n the W

eb site you w
ill find the test blueprints,

scoring inform
ation,

and sam
ple test 

questions.

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
A

R
E

A
S

A
S

S
E

S
S

E
D

B
Y

T
H

E
H

S
A

P
:

E
N

G
L

IS
H

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

A
R

T
S

A
N

D
M

A
T

H
E

M
A

T
IC

S

E
xpectatio

ns.T
he expectations listed here,w

hich are based on the content strands specified by the South C
arolina

curriculum
 standards,describe w

hat students should be able to do w
hen taking the H

SA
P tests.

Students should be
able to dem

onstrate the skills specified below
.E

N
G

L
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G
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R
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R
eading:The student should be able to 

•
integrate various cues and strategies to com

prehend w
hat he or she reads

•
use know

ledge of the purposes,structures,and elem
ents of w

riting to analyze and interpret text 
•

apply know
ledge of w

ord analysis strategies to determ
ine the m

eaning of new
 w

ords encountered in reading
m

aterial and use them
 correctly

W
riting:The student should be able to 

•
w

rite for a variety of purposes

R
esearch:The student should be able to 

•
select a topic for exploration,gather inform

ation from
 a variety of sources,and use a variety of strategies to

prepare and present the inform
ation

M
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T
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A
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N
um

ber and O
peratio

ns:The student should be able to 
•

understand num
bers,w

ays of representing num
bers,relationships am

ong num
bers,and num

ber system
s

•
com

pute w
ith rational num

bers and m
ake reasonable estim

ates in applied situations

A
lgebra:The student should be able to 

•
understand and apply patterns,relations,and functions

•
represent,analyze,and m

odel situations using m
athem

atical structures and algebraic sym
bols


